
AUSTRALIAN AMERICAN ASSOCIATION –  
GOLD COAST DIVISION  NEWSL ETTER 

1 
 

   March, 2010. 
 

Another successful function despite the 
inclement weather! 

Those who were able to attend our St Patrick’s 
Day Spare Ribs BBQ had a top time. 22 people, 
members and guests defied the weather and 
gathered in the Botanical Gardens, otherwise 
known as Rosser Park between 11.00 am and 
1.30 pm. There was a wedding arranged for 2.00 
pm so we left at 1.30 for the wedding party. As it 
was, it rained and the wedding party & guests 
had to move into the covered area where we had 
held the BBQ to avoid any rain. 
Fortunately for us Jim, Ben and Howard turned 
up at 9.00 to secure the position, beating the 
Gold Coast Ford Club who turned up in great 
numbers around 10.30 am. 
It was an excellent BBQ. We had tasty spare ribs 
cooked by our chef Jim and delicious salads 
provided by out members. Fine fellowship and 
interesting conversation ensued with both old 
friends and new friends learning a bit more about 
each other. Six of our newest members were 
presented with a cross flags badge. 
Our Thanks to Jim & Sue Kellogg, Ben Field, 
Howard Campbell and Billie Jo for working 
so hard before & during the function. 
Members and guests appreciate it. 

 

Kirstin, Georgia, Brian Wilson, Jennifer and Michael 
Pinter enjoy Jim’s BBQ spare ribs and the fine salads! 
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Our Chef Jim sharpening his knife in readiness to cut 

the spare ribs apart.  
 

 
The spare ribs, the sauce and the onions ready to be 
enjoyed! 

 
Welcome to the following new members whose 
membership application was approved at our last 
Management Committee Meeting, March 9.  
 
Jill Simpson, Rhonda Tibbertsma, Jeanette 
Hamilton, Anne Ragan, Derek and Valerie 
Ward. 
 
I trust that our new members will find our 
membership fun, friendly and rewarding with 
interesting functions to attend (and to help 
organize!) 
 
Our next Major function is on Saturday May 
1, the first day of the long weekend. 
This will be the Commemoration of the Battle of 
the Coral Sea Service from 10 -11.00 am. 
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It will be held in Cavill Memorial Park in Cavill 
Avenue Surfers Paradise. Our guest of honour, 
representing the President of the United States 
will be Mr Chris Corkey, American Consulate, 
Sydney, Representing the Prime Minister of 
Australia: will be Mr Brett Raguse, MP, Member 
for Forde.  Rear Admiral Richard Landolt USN, 
Commander, Amphibious Force 7th Fleet, 
Okinawa, Japan will represent the United States 
Navy, and Commander Liz Tracy, RANR will 
represent the RAN. 
 
Following this will be our Coral Sea Race Day 
luncheon for members and guest in the Winners’ 
Circle or Paradise Room at the Gold Coast Turf 
Club. These are both excellent and memorable 
functions please bring your friends along too. 
 
Our next Meet & Greet will be held on 4th 
Thursday, March 25 at the Southport Yacht 
Club. 5.30 -7.00 pm. In February, we had 21 
members and guest gather together and chat. 
Most who attended stayed on to have dinner at 
the Yacht club after the M & G. 
Another excellent roll up! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guests, Henry Ryan & wife Pattie from Washington 
DC enjoyed the Meet & Greet. 

 
Meet & Greet with US Ambassador March 3. 
 
Late in February the Executive of the Gold Coast 
AAA were invited by Brisbane AAA to attend an 
hour long, Meet & Greet in Brisbane at 
Macarthur House to meet with the US 
Ambassador to Australia, Jeffery L. Bleich. A 
number of community members were also 
invited. Each President provided the Ambassador 
with a brief of the Division. All had the 
opportunity to meet and chat briefly with him.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Margo Gates, Elaine & Georgia meet the Ambassador. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Ambassador chats with Lucy Cole, Laura 
Younger, representatives from the Surfers-Broadbeach 
Chamber of Commerce, June Moro and Georgia Cook. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Gold Coast delegation waits for the Ambassador to 
address the Meet & Greet. R. to L. Gino Moro, June 
Moro, Billie Jo, Laura Younger, Kathleen Frith and Lucy 
Cole. 
Laura Younger is the President and Lucy 
Cole, the Vice President of the Surfers 
Paradise-Broadbeach Chamber of 
Commerce who were invited to attend. 
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Coming events:   
 [Note: "Meet & Greets" are usually on 
the 4th Thursday of each month] 
  
     
25 March    -   Meet & Greet  

Southport Yacht Club*** 
  

 22 April      -   Meet & Greet  
Southport Yacht Club*** 

  

 1  May     “Battle of the Coral Sea”  
Commemoration Service Cavill Avenue 
Memorial Park,  Surfers Paradise 10 -11 
am followed by  
Race Day Luncheon At the Gold Coast Turf 
Club PM (See draft flyer) 
  

27 May      - Meet & Greet  
 Southport Yacht Club*** 

 24 June         Meet & Greet  
Southport Yacht Club*** 
 

3 July       -    Fourth of July Celebration 
  

 22 July    -    Meet & Greet  
Southport Yacht Club*** 

26 August - Meet & Greet  
Southport Yacht Club***  

  

12 September -   Wine/Cheese Trip to the 
Mountains 

23 September - Meet & Greet  
Southport Yacht Club*** 

  
 28 October    - Meet & Greet  

Southport Yacht Club*** 
 

25 November    - Thanksgiving Dinner 
                  (No Meet & Greet this month) 
  

 12 December   - Christmas Party  
 (Members only) 

          (No Meet & Greet this month) 
                            

 DID YOU KNOW ?  
The Australian -American Association 
was founded in Sydney, N.S.W. in 
1936 by Sir Ernest White, a veteran of 
WWI.   By Ju ne 1938, there were 4,000 
members in New South Wales and by 
the end of WWII every major city in 
each State of Australia h ad a Division 
of the Australian American Association.  
The Gold  Coast  Division's inaugural 
meeting was held on Tuesday, 10 July, 
1984. At that meeting its Constitution   
( written by Sir Reginald Sholl ) was 
adopted and Sir William McMahon was 
elected President.   
 
Anzac Day  April 25th  

President Keith will lay a wreath at the 
Surfers Paradise Anzac Day Service on 
behalf of the AAAGCD.  This service 
commences at 12.30 p.m. in Cavill 
Memorial Park, Cavill Avenue. Surfers 
Paradise.  
 
He will also lay a wreath on behalf of 
the AAAGCD at the Kapyong Day 
Commemoration Service  to be held 
on April 24 th  at the Southport RSL 
Sub -Branch Cenotaph commenci ng at 
11.00 am. This service is organised by 
The South East Asia, Korea and 
Peacekeeping Veterans’ Association 
Incorporated of the Gold Coast. Any  
member is welcome to attend.  
 
  
   
 

 
 
 
 

The Presidents, Clif Hefner - Brisbane AAA, the 
Ambassador,- Jeffrey Bleich, John O’Neil - American 
Legion, The Mayor of Ipswich, and President Keith - Gold 
Coast AAA in the foyer of Macarthur Museum. 
Kind regards & God bless,  Keith 
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AUSTRALIAN  AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION –  

Gold Coast Division 
The President and Management Committee 

Cordially invite you and your friends to attend the  
 

BATTLE OF THE CORAL SEA RACE DAY LUNCHEON 
 

 
  

Date: Saturday, May 1st, 2010. 
  

Location:   Winners Circle Gold Coast Turf Club 
Time:   12.30 pm for  1 pm. 

 

Cost: $60.00 for AAA Members, $70.00 for Guests 
(This includes race course entry, members’ car park and Gourmet Grill buffet.) 

RSVP: By Friday23rd April, 2010 please.  To:   AAA Mobile 0429499739 OR 
Enquiries & bookings to Keith on 55 907452 or  Kit Frith on 55260856 
Make Cheques payable to Australian American Association Gold Coast Division- PO Box 1334 Robina DC, QLD, 4226 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
I/We wish to attend the AAAGCD‘s Battle of the Coral Sea Luncheon on Saturday May 
1st, at 12.30pm for 1.00 pm, at the Gold Coast Turf Club. 
Enclosed is my cheque for $_____being for___members @ $60 and ___guests @$70. 

Or deposit your money into NAB- BSB: 084917 Acc. 537232696 
 
Names: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Contact Name: ___________________ Contact Number: ____________________
 


