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N EXCELLENT DAY !

The CommemorationService forthe Battle of

the Coral Seawas once again a memorable
event. Many turned out to witness the service.
Most of the RSL sub branches, and the Service
groups in our area were represented daid
wreaths. Parts of the Service will appear on
Monday evenings Gold Coast News at 5.30 pm.

Thank you Bille Jo McCann for another
outstanding effort! Thank you to our MC
Howard Campbell who did an excellent job.
Thank you to Ben Fieltbr gaining tke publicity
for the event.Thanks to Rodney Brutlag and
Anne Ragan for reading the Pray&hanks also
mustgo to our secretary Faye for helping Billie
Jo with the name tags, and to our other helpers
Jackie, Anne, Rhondaho helpedby setting out
name ags andshowing guests to their seai$ie
service ran smoothly.

Distinguished guests at our Commemorabn
Service includel the Vice Consul, Mr. Chris
Corkey from the US Consulate, SydneyRear
Admiral Richard Landolt USN, Commander,
Amphibious Force 7th Fleet, Okinawa, Japan
and Mayor Ron Clarke MBE and his wife
Mrs. Helen Clarke.

Addressesdelivered by Mr Chris Corkey, Mr.
Bret Raguse, and Rear Admiral Rich Landolt
were both excellent and inspiring. Rev. John
Wessel presented a very good Prologue & th
Service.Each of the three veterans of the Battle
who were present gave a 3 minutes speech on
their reminisences. This was well received. Mr
Lionel Veale at 92 yearss still sprightly. Mr
Jack Surran RAN and Mr John Adams USN at
89 years are also goimggll for their years.

The Benowa State High School Woodwind
orchestra under the baton of Mr Bill Buchan
were again outstanding. The cadets of The
Southprt School once again performed
outstanding ceremonial drill for the occasion.
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The Race Day Luncheon following the
Commemoration Service was very well attended
Ninety one members and guests sat down in the
Winners Circle to enjoy a very pleasant
Gourme Grill Banquet after formal proceedings
were concludedThis entailedthe welcome by
the Presidentfollowed by Mr. Don Reynolds
who proposed the Toast to the Queen of
Australia.Mr. Rodney Brutlaghenproposed the
Toast to the Psedent of the United &tes of
America Mrs. Atalie Cutajar then led the
attendees in the singing of both the Australian
and American National Anthems. After which
Rev. Wessel said Grace.

At 2.30 The Battle of the Coral Sea Race was
run. Once Weights were confirmed, The
Presieént, Vice Consul Chris Corkey and Rear
Admiral Rich Landolt moved tthe presentation
dais where Jim Murdoch, theowner of the
Winning horse Gold Land was presented with
the Race Trophy by the Vice Consul. The owner
was elated. It was only the second dinm 25
years that he had received a trophy for his horse
winning a race!

Mr. Mike McCabe, Director on duty, Mr. Chris
Corkey Vice Consul, Jim Murdoch, Rear Admiral Rich
Landolt and the President Keith pose for a shot after
the Presentation.Of the Battle of the Coral Sea Trophy

Following the presentation it is customary to
move to the Directors lounge for a
complimentary drink. This custom was observed.
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Commemoration Service Photographs.

Catafalque party members stan@taention

Vice consul Christopher Corkey representig the President of
the Unites Sates of America, delivers his address

Rear Admiral Rich Landolt delivers his address.

RearAdmiral Rich Landolt USN and Commander Liz
Tracey RAN lay wreathstep back and salute.

Some of the wreaths.
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Race Day Luncheon
A big thank you to Mike and Denise Cutajar who
brought along twenty members and guests; to
Commander Liz Tracey o brought aable of
eleven, and Mrs. BillieJo McCann who
encouraged fourteen of her friends to come along
again to our Race Day Luncheon. All contributed
greatly to the success of our Battle of the Coral
Sea Race Day Luncheon!

Joyce Lochlandand Valerie Mann catch up with each.

Patsy and Graeme Meyegenjoy the day.

Three friends at Cmdr Liz Tracey's table enjoy the day
out.

The Vice Consul’'s wife,Gabrielle Bergmann and
daughter Maya, 9 months old efjpy the luncheon.

Lt J.G. Rich Ray with Billie Jo, lan Walker adana
Boardpicking a winner!

Louisa Miller, Ben Rodgers and Lt. J.G. Rich Ray
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Stuart and Atalie Cutajar enjoy the luncheon

More photographs will be aluded in the June
Newsletter

Meet & Greet April 22 at SYC.
Once agairt wasan excellent turnout. 21
members and guests attendieavas great to see
Eric and Tamara Aubert present. Tamara and
Eric weretwo charter members of the AAA
Tamara was the €asurer for many years in the
early days of our Association. Don and Anne
Reynoldshadinvited them along for a “trip
down memory lane”.

Anne Reynolds with Tamara Aubert

Wanda Fitzgerald with guests Faith Love and John
Womersleydiscussng past postings in the US.

Anne Ragan & Jill Simpson make James Simango
welcome at our Meet & Greet.

Our secretary Faye and Rodtook the opportunity to
get out to a Meet & Greet. Raye has had her foot in
plaster for over 6 weeksafter the third operation to
repair a shattered ankle. We hope that it repairs
successfully this time!

Four of the guests present at #eril Meet &
Greet became new members.

A big welcome to our new members Ms Faith
Love, Mr. John Womersleyrs Jackie Menz
and Mr. James Simango CPA who joined as a
corporate member. James is a qualified US Tax
Manager. These four will have their membership
applications formally approved at the next
committee meeting on Tuesday May"11

Have you seen the Bale¢ of the Coral Sea
Video Clip? It appeared on the website of the
Australian Newspaper on April 23 and can still
be accesseddere we have iBna Lochland with

the produceMs. Imogen Zehoven.
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The firstthreenew membersittended our Race

Day function and had a wonderful time as did Coming Events
the others who attended. It wgieatopportunity
to meet new people, have a figeurmetlunch 27May - Meet & Greet5:30-7:00pm

and watch the races in pleasamd congenial
surroundingsThe first Saturday in May is @day
on the AAAGCD Calendarfceventsthat is not
to be missed! Early June- Possible Informal Meal TBA

SouthportYacht Club

24 June Meet & Greet- 5:30-7:00pm
SouthportYacht Club

3July - Fourth of July Celebration
Dinner Dance details TBA .

22July - Meet & Greet- 5:30-7:00pm
SouthportYacht Club
AGM & Election of Officers?

26 August- Meet & Greet- 5:30-7:00pm
Faith Love, Jackie Menz and President Keith SouthportYacht Club

Please support our next Meet & Greet on

Thursday May 27 at the Southport Yacht club. 12 September-  Wine/Cheese Tripio the

Mountains
President Keith will be out of Australia unti 23 September- Meet & Greet
June 20. He will be back fohe Meet & Greet in SouthportYacht Club***
June and for the July™3Independence Day
celebrations. 28 October - Meet & Greet 5:30-7:00pm
Anzac Day

President Keith accompanied by Billie Jo SouthportYacht Club

McCann and Kathleen Frith attended the T
Kapyong Day Commemoration Service held on 25November - Thanksgivinddinner
t

April 24" at the Southport RSL Stranch (No Meet & Greet this month)
Cenotaph where a wreath was laid on behalf of

the AAAGCD. The following dayresident 12 December - ChristmasParty

Keith laid a wreath at the Surfers Paradise Anzac (Membersonly)

Day Service on behalf of the AAAGCD. (No Meet & Greet this month)
Thank you to Denise Cutajar whkath fellow ] o
Americanservice personnel and familparcted No Members Directorggainthis
beneath the Stars and Stripes at the Tweed Heads newsletter. I'm sorry!

& CoolangattaAnzac Day March.

Kind regards and God bless,
Keith
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PRIME MINISTER CANBERRA
COMMEMORATIVE SERVICES FOR THE 68TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF THE
CORAL SEA
Sixty-eight years ago, Australia and the United States joined forces to halt the Japanese advance in
the Pacific. Today, we remember the Australian and American military personnel who so valiantly
fought in the Battle of the Coral Sea.
Had the Japanese been able to seize control of Port Moresby and to establish a base in the Solomon
Islands, the Imperial Japanese Navy would have been able to interdict supply lines between
Australia and the United States and further extend Japanese control into the Southwest Pacific.
The Battle of the Coral Sea was a critical turning point in the Second World War. It was the first
battle in which Japan was denied its strategic objective. It was also a critical forerunner to the Battle
of Midway, during which the Allies significantly weakened Japanese naval power and seized the
offensive against Japanese forces.
The bond forged between Australia and the United States during these dark days of war continues.
As allies, we remain united by common democratic principles and shared strategic interests.
| take this opportunity, on behalf of all Australians, to express my deep gratitude to Australian an d
American servicemen and women, both past and present, for their dedication and courage.

The Honourable Kevin Rudd MP

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Next Major Function
AUSTRALIAN AMERICAN ASSOCIATION

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS
Saturday July 3¢, 2010 TBA
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Date: Satuday, July 3%, 2010 More to be Advised
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